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urpose of this publicati ) 1. 
fy m ‘ 4 a os —— # oes D ‘ai = : 
Tlying personnel in the henitae Army, Reserve Corps, National 
hers co nected With aviction, 
~--000--- 


evi ila 
} FLYING 
o A Y yen i 

y A.ki. Jacobs 


The parachute is a busy bit of equipment these days and as a result there are 
many faces still siniling Scowling, gentle, s Ss, stern, homely, handsome,’ or 
eon? © avcout us "au naturelle" which except for its saving grace would be appearing 

y 1 taken from the phetocraphic files pieduas “Personnel-Officers" or Personnel- 
tiviliens" with slicked hair and Sunday expressions, reminiscent of a "Steady 
please = look -leasant!" , 

On June 17, Lieut. Jazxes T. Hutchinson, test pilot, and I.r, Paul Stanley, test 
observer, jumped for their lives, Flying a Huff-Daland licht bomber equipped with 
a Packard 800 h.p. engine, they were saili g along at 8000 fect when suddenly puffs 
of siuoxe end flame belching into their faces sent them scuttling from the cockpits. 

A leaking Gas line had exploded, blowing the wling and firewail away, allowing 
tne slaines free vent, 

Clinging to the long strut, Mr. Stanley sot to the wing. Licut. Hutchinson trie 
desperately to reach into the cockpit to turn off the ignition but flames fought him 
bak He did succeed, however, in throttling dorm the engine, It wasn't a plac 
one could stay evout. "Jump!" Lieut Hutchinson cea led to Mr. Stanley, who letting 
go tne strut, slid off the wing. Mr. Stanley waited to clear the plane before pul- 
ling his ring and when his chute opened, drifted away. Lieut. Hutchinson jumped 

soon as he saw hr. Stanley's chute open = then vegan for him a most thrilling 
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The controls of the plane had been nicely set for level flight but one wing 
was slightly down, Lieut. Hutchinson's chute was barely open whenhe saw that he 
was in the oe of a path about : was gentiy circling. The knowl- 
edge that 320-gallons of gasoline, live machine gun aimunition and 
6 bombs were aboard wade him no x For several thousand feet, the 
plane onc Lieut. Hutchinson descended same rate of speed, the amminition 


Sputtering like pop corn, the center of the plane's path changing sufficiently to 
c e “Huteh" to wonder each time it swung round hi f he would se blown to bits or 
merely struck by it, He tried to side slip his chute out of danger once or twice 
but with alerming unsuccess, the wind conspiring against him to bring him nearer the 
plane. The ten in Poe's tale who, strapped down, watched the stanging scimiter 
descend over his head had nothing on Hutch, Finally, however, so much of the plane's 
superstructure burnt eway that it dropped below and described a new circle, leaving 
Huteh free in the air, Both he and Nr. Stanley landed quite unharmed, though 
Sligntly excited their unwonted trips to earth. 

tnis tale, emazing enough a short time ago to cause gooseflesh to creep 

Spines, nes a truly anazing postscript. Did the ebandoned plane pictur- 

esguely Frere along in its ovm smoke wreathes pitch to earth in a dive according 
to the best traditions of pilotless planes? Mot at all. One ground observer noting 
1% at avout 7000 feet wondered if "they"were trying out some new smoke writing 
erent At 2000 feet, Lieut. Bertrandias flying from the opposite direction niet 
this derelict of the skies and seeing thet it was afire, tried to fly nearer so 
that he right urge those aboard to jump, Through the smoke he could not see that 
the plane was empty and wondered what on earth the flyers were thinking about. 

Quite as if guided Ly humen intelligence, the plane flew to earth in beavtiful 
style, dip ne, leveling out when flying speed had been picked up, banking to the 
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ies of balance, Lieut, Bertrandias decided that the shane was making for 
Wilbur Wright Field, then decided that the pilot had chenged his mind for a nearer 
field which elso was quite desirable. The plane vanked, circled and came above it, 
The © wey error in its landing was that instead of putting down its tail at the pro- 
ber seconc so that the three points might touch in unison, it came dow with a 
ais eutiful burp on the nose, Lieut. Lertrandias landed in the same field and hurried 
toward it, realizing only then thet no lives hed been at stake, The gas tank ex- 
loded upon impact. 
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Ilieut, Hutchinson and Mr. Stanley landed several miles away, As we said 
before it is bettcr to see faces about us that we kno, than to have to aw them 
from photographic files markea "Personnel-Ofiicers" or "Personnel-Civiliars". 

We wonder if this tale told the king by Scheherazade would have saved her for 

thousandth anc second night or if the old rentleman, considering that this was 


asking just a little too imehn of tne royal credence, would not have summoned the 
royal executioners and given the dreaded iden ast with her head? What aces she 
take me for yi 





The addition of Messrs, nse son and Stenley to the list of those who saved 
their lives through the use of € parachute increases the membership of the 
Coverpillar Club to 28, The Pees issue of the News Letter gave the membership as 
29. On June 2nd Lieut. S.E. Inge eon U.S. Navy, saved himself from death when 
he giided down into the water off Pensacola, Fla., with a parachute, after he 
collided in midair with a plane elated by Ensign L.S, Schmidt. The latter, un- 
fortunately, met his death, being catapulted from his plane into the water and 
drawnins,. 

--000--- 
PHOTOGRAPHING TENNESSEE RIYER AND TRIBUTARIES 
Lieut, Lelunu W, Miller, Post Puotoges aphic Officer, Maxwell Field, Ala., 


with Staff Sergea “i B.C. Pow ers, of the 4th Photo Section, recently took off for 
Chattanooga, Tenn., to commence ste work for the Dis trict Engineer at that 
place. Photographs of the Tennessee River and all its tributaries will be made. 
Seven states will be covered and the project will require approximately three 
months’ work. 


~--000~-<= 
THE INTERNATIONAL BALLOON RACE AT ANTWERP 
Py list Lieut. 5 fer As Healy, AsO 


Being an optimist I Hn not commence my story by telling of the difficulties 
caused by the transportetion of the 80,000 cubic foot racing balloon and equip- 
ment from Langley Field, = to Antwerp, Belgium, in fifteen days, Instead, we 
vill shift the scene of action to the aviation field at Antwerp at which the 
International Balloon Race was held on May 30th last, 

The American Army team consisted of Cant. H.C. ray, pilot; Capt. Douglas 
Johnson, aide, anc Lieut. James A, Healy, alternate pilot and operations officer, 

We prepared the balloon for inflation the day before the race and reported 
at 2:60 a.m, on May 30th, when the inflation of the balloon began. About three 
o'clock it started to rain and it continued all during that day and the follow- 
ing day, in addition, there was a ground wind with a velocity of 30 miles an 
hour, which mace the inflation of the balloons a difficult task. Two of the 
balloons, the Vielles Tiges (France) and the Anjon V (France) were damaged to 
such an extent that it was impossible for them to compete in the race. The 
first tallcon left the ground at approximately 4:30 p.m, The American entry 
(Goodyear IV), piloted by Mr. W.T. Van Orman, was the fourth balloon to leave the 
ground. The American Army entry (S-16), piloted by Capt. H.C. Gray, was the ninth 
to leave, and the remaining American entry (Akron NAA) left the ground in the 
eleventh position, 

Despite the fact thet the weather was very bad that day, approximately 25,000 
people were on hand to see the race, The race was won by the Goodyear eutry with 
Mr, W.T. Van Ornan as pilot and Mr. W.', Morton as aide, This balloon landed at 
Solvesborg, Sweden, covering a distance of 534 miles. The U.S. Army balloon S-16, 
piloted by Capt, Gray, with Capt. Johnson as aide, was second in the rece and 
landed at Krekow, Gerrany, covering a distance of 372 miles. The third American 
entry, the Akron NAA, with Mr. J.A. Boettner as pilot and Mr. H.W. Maxson as aide, 
was disqualified owing to the fact that the balloon was forced down near the 
Belgian border and landed with such force as to throw the aide from the basket. 

If it were not for this accident it is believed that this entry would have won one 
of the first three places in the race, ° 
Following are the official results confirmed by the Aerial Club of Belgium: 
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Country 





No. Balloon Pilot Aide Landing Kn, iles 
"} Goodyear United States W.T.VanOrman WW, Morton Solvesborg,Sweden 861 536 09 
2 Army 5-16 United States Capt,H.C.Gray Lt.D.Johnn= Krakow, Germany 999 372,2 
ston 
3 Belgica Belgium E.Demuyter t,Valette Bliedersdorg,Ham=- 435 270,3 
burg, Germany 
4 Prince Belgium A.Veenstra P Quersin Gross Roscharden 298 185,1 
Leopold Oldenburg, Germany 
5 Miramar Gr,Britain Capt.Spencer C,W.Berry Epse-lez Deventer, 169 105,0 
Holland 
6 Penaranda Spain B .Molas Prados Pena Uddel, Holland 153 95.0 
7 Helvetia Switzerland Capt.0.Bachman E, hagg Harskamp,Holland 142 88,2 
8 Picardie France Bienaime Ravaine Culemborg,Holland 102 63,3 
9 Baushee Gr, Britain F.A, Baldwin H.Spencer Veghel~Boxtel, 93 57,7 
III Holland 
10. Bee Gr. Britain Capt .Meager M.F Steff Vryhoevecapelle- 69 42,8 
Walwick,Holland 
11 Aerostie- Belgium Capt,Matton Lt.Chamart Tilburg,Holland 66 41.0 
rs i 
12 Aerostie= Italy Lt.Pirazzoli Lt.Pisani Zundert ,Holland 36 = 2,3 
rs lil 
13 Ciampino V Italy Capt.Tombesi Maj,Pomarici Westwezel,Belgium 33 20,9 
14 Ciampino Italy Capt. Ilari Capt.Sivieri Westwezel,Belgium 31 19,2 


III 





DISQUALIFICATIONS 





"AKRON NAA" United States J.A.Boettner H.W.Maxson Aide thrown from basket. 

VIELLES TIGES France G.Blanchet Arnaud Equipment damaged during 
inflation. 

ANJON V France Cormier --- Equipment damaged during 


inflation. 


After the race the American teams were entertained very lavishly by the offi- 








cials at Brussels, Antwerp and Paris, having the honor of being received by the 
King of Belgium, who was very gracious and was very much interested in the balloon 
race and in aeronautics in general, In addition, they were entertained by the 
American Ambassador, Mr. Phillips, with a dinner and reception and similar functions 
given by the Military Attache, Major Donald C, McDonald; the City Club of Brussels; 
the Aerial Club "deBelgique"; the American Club of Antwerp; the Aero Club of Antwerp; 
the National Aeronautic Association in Paris; and by numerous other social organi- 
zations in Paris, Brussels and Antwerp. The American teams were very grateful for 
the wonderful way in which they were received after the race, and left Belgium with 
a feeling that the Belgian officials and peaple were very sportsmanlike to pey the 
victors the homage they did, inasmuch as they were taking away from Belgium the 
second Gordon Bennett Trophy. 
It is thought by the writer that if the following recommendations were carried 
out by the Army entries in the next International Rece it wovld help them materially. 
First: The use of 35,000 cu.ft, balloons filied with hydrogen, This type of 
balloon proved to be most efficient in the National Bailoon here held in Little 
Rock, Ark., on April 29th last, In addition, it would be less expensive for the 
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foreign entries to ship their belloons snd equipment to this country for the next 
race; ; 

Second: It is also thought that it would be well to have the Army build 
special one-ply racing balloons for this event. The Goodyear entry in the Inter. 
national Race this year was a one-ply racing balloon and made a very good showing, 
It is thought that had the American Army entry used this type of balloon it would 
have made a much better showing. The writer does not wish to use this as an alibi, 
beceuse Mr. Van Orman, the Goodyear pilot, was undoubtedly the best and most exe. 
perienced pilot on the field that day and deserved to win, but we feel that had we 
&@ one=ply balloon we would have been able to remain in the air for a longer period 
of time and siven Mr* Van Orman a much closer rece. 


---000--- 
ORGANIZATION DAY AT LUXE FIELD, T. He 


The personnel of Luke Field celebrated the seventh anniversary of the founda- 
tion of the field on May 19th. On April 30, 1919, General Orders No. 7, Head- 
quarters Hawaiian Department, quoting telegraphic authority from the War Department, 
ennounced that the Air Station on Fords Island, T.H. would be known as Luke Field, 
As rank Luke was born on May 19, 1897, it was decided to hold ali organization 
day festivities on May 19th instead of on April 30th. 

Last year prior to Organization Day, the iocal branch of the American Legion, 
the Fox-Cornet Post, donated a handsome cup (to be known as the Major Sheldon H, 
Wheeler Trophy) to the Group, this cup to be contested for annually by the different 
squadrons on Organization Day, The trophy was won last year by the Sixth Pursuit 
Squedron, 

The meet this year was a struggle until the final event was over, the final 
Standing being: Staff, 25 points; 19th, 22 points; 72nd, 19 points, 6th, 18 points; 
23rd, 13 points; 65th, 2 points. 

---000--= 


MORE FLYING TIME FOR McCOOK FIELD 


The Chief of the Field Service Section, Supply Division, Fairfield, Ohio, 
states that the total flying time of 3,932 hours and 29 minutes credited to McCook 
Field for the calendar age 1925 should be corrected to read 7,521 hours and 22 
minutes, adding that the amount reported in the NEWS LETTER represents casual and 
cross-count ry yang Sia end the difference between the published figure and 
the 7,521 sowru an. £2 minutes is the amovr’ of fl-ine time accomplished on exper- 
imental type oi uareralt. 

~=-000——— 


COMMENTASTIO TOR MAXWELL FIELD 


Brigadier-Generel Edger T. Collins, Commandant of the Infantry School, Fort 
Benning, Ga., recently addressed a letter to the Chief of Air Service, inviting 
attention to the splendid cooperation given the academic department during the 
past schocl year by the Air Service personnel at Maxwell Field, Alabama, 

The Chief of Infantry forwarded this letter, by indorsement, also expressing 
his appreciation for the splendid cooperation given the infantry School by the 
Air Service personnel at Maxwell Field. 

Under date of June 14th the following letter was forwarded by the Chief of Air 
Service to the Commanding Officer of Maxwell Field: 

"1, It has been brought to the attention of the Chief of Air Service that 
during the past year the Air Service personnel stationed at Maxwell Field has given 
splendid cooperation to the academic departzent of the Infantry School at Fort 
Benning, Ga. 

2e The Chief of Air cette wishes to express his approval of this attitude 
on the part of the personnel of your station toward the personnel of the Infantry 
School, 

3. It is requested that you bring this letter to the attention of all 

fficers and enlisted men at Maxwell Field." 


-~-000--= 
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SPECIAL UNIFORMS FOR FLYING CADETS, AIR SERVICE 


he War Devartment has approved a special uniform for. flying cadets of the 
U.S. Army Air Service. The coat in mess s) sRecacgin cotton or wooi sill have a lapel 
corlar of the type adopted for enliste me. The Air Service insignia will be 
embroidered in silk on the left idiot and the ietters "U.S." on.the right collar, 
A brassar’ of midnight blue, between 3 and 4 inches wide, with the Air’ Service 
insirnia embroidered in gold and yellow will be worn on the sleeve, Trousers with= 
ort cuffs vill. replace the usual breeches and there is authorized a field cap to 
ve used while on flying duty. The warrant officer's belt without aes slings wil 
be worn and the olive drab shirt or edopted pattern with plain black four-in-hand 
tie, The Quarterraster General will prepare the necessary specifications and 
recomie nd such changes in existing Army Regulations as may be required oy this new 
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THIRD ATTACK GROUP TO:' MOVE TO GALVESTON, TEXAS 


The War Department has authorized the Sremerer of the 3rd Attack Group of 
the Aray Air Service from its present station at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, 
to Fort Crockett, near Galveston, Texas, This transfer has been found necessary 
in order to relic sve congestion at Kelly Field where the Air Service Advanced Flying 
School is located, The change in station will also permit of more effective trainee 
ing of the 3rd Attack Group in air tactics and in cooperation with other branches 
of the service, The nature of the terrain in the vicinity of Galveston offers 
excellent opportunity for machine gun and bombing practice. Each plane of the 

ttack Group is equipped with six machine guns and a number of light bombs, The 
moverient of the planes and many of the officers and enlisted men will be made by 
air; the remainder of the personnel will be transported by reil to Galveston, 

Fort Crockett is now occupied by the skeletonized 3rd Battelion, 13th ‘Coast 
Artillery (2 officers, 28 men), and small detachments of th Medical, Finance, 
Ordnance and Quartermaster branches of the Army. ; 

The Third Attack Group is preparing to move to Fort Crockett and twelve men 
have been sent there by aerial transport to prepare tents tc take care of the 
personnel of the Group. | 

Mejor Frank D, Lacklend, formerly in command of the San Antonio Air Inter- 
mediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, reported for duty at Kelly Field on June 25th 
and assumed command of the 3rd Attack Group. He is much pleased and interested in’ 
is new command and promises great things for the Attack Group and the development 
f attack aviation. 
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R.O.T.C, STUDENTS AT KELLY FIELD 


The twenty-five R.O.T.C,. students who arrived at Kelly Field on June lst 
were assigned to the 8th and 90th Attack Squadrons for quarters and supplies, and 
began their training as Air Service Reserve Officer students June 4th. All are 
taking a very serious interest in the work assigned to them, They are efficient 
students in the general subjects which they are being given by the Operations 
Officer of the R.O.T.C,. Camp. The students were divided into two sections for all 
aerial training and garrison instructions, Two hours per day are given them in 
acrial observation, sketching and map readings; two hours to grow:d instruction 
and class work, fifteen minutes each day to physical exercises, one hour to Radio 
Code instruction, and the afternoons aré mostly devoted to supervised athletics. 


---000-—= 
MORE PARACHUTE STORIES 


Wheat is considered unique parachute jumping for the Air Service was er at 


Kelly Field by two of the Attack Group pilots on June 8th; Staff Sgt. C.M. Travis 


piloting for Corp. B.A. Brown's jump and Corp. Brow for Sgt. Travis’ fae 
Both jumps were made from a DH airplane. Corporal Brown, the first to jump, made 
a backward flip from the fuselage of the airplane, pulling the rip cord after 
falling about 309 feet, and upon his descent returaed to the airplane and piloted 
it for Travis, who climbed up on the tourelle and-did a “swimmin' hole" dive. 
He also dropped several hundred feet before pulling the ‘rip cord. Prior to the 
jump both pilots wagered that they papers return with their rip cords, but Corp. 
Brown upon his parachute opening was given such « violent jerk that the cord just 
wouldn't stay in his hand, but Sgt. ‘Srevta returned holding his high over his 
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head, Sgt. Travis claimed the honors, They were given a draw, as Corp. Brown 
lost his rip cord but retained his goggles while Set. Travis, who retained she 
rip cord, did not return with his goggles. Who won? 
Y The following is a thrilling report of a parachute jump by Staff Sgt. Claude 
C, Flagg, 41st School Squadron: 

"On Monday, June 7, 1926, I took off at about 2:00 P.M. on a Douglas 0-2, 
#93, (dual) with Lieutenant A. C. Kincaid es pilot,for a parachute jump. We 
circled the field until we reached an altitude of between 2400 and 2500 feet, 
then flew parallel with the line of hangars out about 800 yards to the south, 
flying east. When about opposite hangar #7, Lieutenant Kincaid gave me the 
Signal to get ready. Lieutenant Kincaid thencut the gun to about 600 rpm and 
floated the ship until it wes making about 45 miles per hour. As I was not tall 
enough to stend with one foot in the seat end placethe other on the cowling I 
had to straddle the cock-pit with a foot on either side of the cock-pit. As I 
was to jump over the left side, I braced myself with my left foot on the right 
side of the cock-pit cowling, so as to be able to ghove myself off, ‘At 
Lieutenant Kincaid's signal I jumped but as I had on slick soled shoes my right 
foot slipped, causing me to lose my balance and to fall head first along the 
fuselage just about 2 feet below the iim of thecock-pit tearing a large hole in 
the fabric, The blow was hard enough to cause me to see "stars". Just a fraction 
of a second later I felt a hard jolt on my back and remembered seeing the tail 
skid go by to my left. I believe I hit either the stabilizer or the stabilizer 
brace. I did not have hold of the rip cordset that time, I knew something was 
wrong so I did not pull the rip cord for a few seconds, to see if my back pack was 
fouled. As soon as I had time to realize that it was not torn open, I pulled the 
cord. It seemed that it took the "chute" an extra long tine to open, but as this 
was my first jump it may not have delayed. The chute seemed to come out ina 
bit lump, fully folded, then the pilot chute seemed to leave this lump and the 
chute opened with my feet straight dowmm. I.wdid not feel a very hard jolt. If 
the chute hac not righted and opened when it did I would have used my chest pack, 
as I had my hand on its rip cord by this time, I flnated down and landed about 
400 yards south of hangar #5. I landed easily, facing direction of travel. I 


landed just as if I were making a broad jump, going down on my haunches and over ' 


on my hands without losing my balance. Upon inspection of the back pack Staff 
Sergeant Thiemann found that the pack had been torn for about 14 inches directly 
over where the pilot chute was placed, This tear was about five inches wide, No 
holes were found in the chute. The ship was, to the best of my knowledge, in 
perfect position for me to jump, as Lieut, Kincaid had it floating level with 
the gun cut, I am ready to make another jump." 


mmm 00m 
MEXICANS RABID BASEBALL FANS 


Former provisional President Huerta of Mexico spoke more truth than poetry 
the other day when he stated that another revolution seemed imminent among the 
Mexicans, but members of the 10th School Group Headquarters baseball team of 
Kelly Field are of the opinion that the revolution will start this side of the 
Rio Grande in the little village of Charlotte, Texas, where they wetit to play a 
game on Sunday. The game started auspiciously when Jordan, Hdqrs, catcher, sent 
the first pitched ball over the center field fence for the only home run of the 
game. From that time on the crowd of some 200 Mexican spectators were in a state 
of ill-concealed excitement, knives flashing on severel occasions and fights 
occurring frequently. It wes with some difficulty thet Manager Thompson of 
Headquarters restrained Pitcher Everett Putname from carrying his trusty bat out 
to the pitchers box with him, Truly it appeared that the end of Headquarters 


Baseball team was in sight, but bravely they held to their posts,a}though Brow we’ 


seen to hide a good sized rock under second base, The indoor pilots won 17 to 8 


---000--- 
WIMMING CAMP FOR KELLY FIELD MEN 
At the suggestion of Lieut. Buie and with his aide, a fishing and sWimming 


camp was started on the Guadalupe River near New Braunfels, Texas, Twenty-six 
enlisted men from different organizations in the LOth School Group spent the 
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week end in this camp, fishing and swimming. Three trucks from the 10th School 
Group Transportetion carried the men. Enough fish were caught to give all the 
mon a feed for one meal, The swimming was the fine point of the camp. The water 
is very swift near the camp, the swimming offering excitement with the fun, The 
trip was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. The men who went on this trip want 
Lieut. Buie to know that they appreciate his efforts to establish this camp 
permanently, They hope to go cut every week-end, 


=-=000--= 
QUICK WORK BY SECOND PHOTO SECTION 


The other day the 2nd Photo Section at Langley Field, Va., received a long 
distance call from Fort Monroe, Va., requesting that an airplane and photographer 
be dispatched to a designated area to g:otograph a certain battery position under 
camouflage. Shortly thereafter Lieut. T. M, Lowe, with a photographer, proceeded 
by plane to the place designated, obtained the pictures, returned to Langley Field, 
developed the film, ferrotyped the photographs and dispatched them (finished 
products) by motorcycle to Fort lionroe,. 

This mission was completed in th: record time of one hour and 30 minutes, 
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LIEUTENANT McDONNELL HAS MANY FORCED LANDINGS 


Lieut. John M. McDonnell, Photographic Officer, Office, Chief of Air 
Service, Washington, recently had a trying flight from the West Coast. He was 
piloting a DeH Photographic piane, and was accompanied by Lieut. Robert E. Nowland, 
who piloted a Douglas Observation plane. After leaving Rockwell Field, Lieut. 


McDonnell was forced dowm at Holtvilie, Calif., with a bad motor. This one was 


replaced by another from Rockwell Field, 

And then when McDonnell was flying over the City of El Paso, Texas, the motor 
in his ship again went dead, and he was forced to lend on Mexican territory on 
what is known as Cordova Island, in a small field undergoing cultivation and 
criss-crossed with irrigation dykes. In landing the plane was somevint damaged, 
but luckily the pilot escaned without injuries. The airplane was moved to Biggs 
Field the following day, and two days leter the flyers again resumed their journey, 
Licut, McDonnell being furnished anotherDeHavilend plane from Biggs Field. 

At Uvalde, Texas, “Lieut. McDonnell was again forced down by motor trouble, 

a broken valve putting one of the cylinders out of commission, After the 
necessery repairs were made the ship was flown to Kelly Field, where a new motor 
was installed and several daya later he resumed his journey to Bolling Field, 

The lending in Mexico is of especial significance in view of international 
legislation pertaining to aircraft. Laws may be made prohibiting aircraft of one 
country from flying over another or landing in another<virtry. yet when an aviator 
finds his life in jeopardy he is going to make a landing in the available open 
space regardless of country or creed. 


a 
AIRSHIPS IN NIGHT FLIGHTS OVER HAMPTON ROADS 


On the night of May 27th the Airships TC-9 (Captain Charles P. Clark in 
command) and TC-5 (1st Lieut. W. A. Gray in cormand) were taken out for night 
flying over Fort Monroe and Hampton Roads, After taking off from Longley Field 
the two airships circled about Fort Monroe and the bay while searchixhts played 
upon them and flares were sent up from the decks of the Pavtleship "New York" 
lying in the Roads. The photographers on the airships, Messrs. M. D. Cooke and 
H. MeCracken, both of the Pathe News, took some excolleri moving pictures of the 
scape, which for brilliancy has seldom been egvailed and rarely witnessed by 
residents of the Peninsule. The airships returned to tie bengar around 9:50 
o.m. 
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EIGETH ATTACK SQUADRON CELEBRATES ORGANIZATION DAY 


The 8th Attack Squacron, stationed at Keily Field, Texas, held their annual 
organization day celebration on May 3lst. Theentire organization proceeded +o 
Medina River, and on the banks thereof an old fashioned barbecue and picnic was 
heid. The picnic was attended by guite a number of married enlisted men and 
their wives, and ail of the officers were present with the organization, 


---000--— 
WORLD FLIGHT COMMANDER TO GO TO HAWAII 


Captain Lowell H. Smith, in accordance with orders recently issued by the 
War Department, is to be relieved from his present assignment and duties at the 
Rockwell Air Intermediate Depot, San Diego, Calif., in time to sail from San 
Francisco on or about July 23rd for the Hawaiian Department, where he will be 
assigned to duty with the Air Service. ~ 
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NO CROSS COUNTRY FLIGHTS WHILE ON LEAVE 


The War Department has. issued the following order concerning the use of 
airplanes by officers, warrant officers and enlisted men: 

"Officers, warrant officers and enlisted men of the Air Service are forbidden 
while on leave of absence or on furlough to pilot Government planes on cross- 
country flights." ; 
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“AIR SERVICE UNIT YINS PISTOL MEET 


The annual pistol meet for reserve officers was held on the University of 
illinois range at Champaign during the week of May 23rd, The first four days 
on the range were spent in practice, and on the final day the officers shot for 
record. Despite a very strong wind which prevailed throughout the record shoot- 
ing an excellent percentage was made by all the competing teams, The Air Service 
unit, under the command of Major Alexander, defeated the Cavalry unit, twice 
winners in the annual tourney, halting their permanent claim on the trophy which 
is presented to the unit winning the meet three consecutive times, The general 
average of the Air Service unit was 85,86 percent, and every man on the team 
scored high enough to qualify as a pistol expert. The average for the six 
competing units was 82 per cent, a great deal higher than in former years, 

Master Sergeant Holtzman of Chanute Field was the official coach for the 
meet, and the excellent frecords made during the week can in some part be 
attributed to his careful instruction and assistance, The four days preceding 
the record shooting were spent in correcting errors in firing, and coach 
Holtzman devoted all of his time to r@unding the various teams into shape to com- 
pete for the trophy. Major Kirby, in-command of the Reserve detachment at the 
University, was official scorer, and he assisted during the week in the training 
of the contestants, 

The high score of the meet was made by Major Alexander of the Air Service 
unit. His individual score of 93.3 percentwas the important factor in the 
victory for the flyers. Lieut, Willard of the Cavalry unit won second honors 
with the score of 91,12 percent. ; 

Of the teams competing not one fell below an average of 78 percect, which 1s 
in itself a most creditable performance. The competing units, the Field Artillery 
Cavalry, Engineers, Heavy Artillery, end Air Service have all been training 
intensively for the tourney. The Cavalrymen were determined to win the third leg 
of the tropny, but their hopes were blasted by the excellent eye ofthe Air 
Service, 
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PARACHUTE JUMPING IN THE PHILIPPINES 


~~ 


Private Harry W. Booth, 3rd Pursuit Squadron, Air Service, student in the 
parachute school at Camp Nichols, Rizal, Pel., set a rew record in parachute 
jumping in the Philippines on April 27th last. Private Booth, after jumping 
from a Martin Bomber which hed attained a height of 2,000 feet, fell 800 feet 
before jerking the rip cord which released the chute. 


Another accomplishment, unique in the history of aviation in the Philippines 
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was the jump of an assistant instructor, Private Harold C, Stanger, immedintely 
after Private Booth had made his jump. ‘his is the first time in the Philspoine 
Department that two mon. attempted to parachute from the same plane, one after the 
other. ne 

The jumps were made in connection with the training of students at Camp 
Nichols under the supervision of lst Lieut. D. M. Myers, Parachute Officer, and 
Master Sergeant Erwin H. Nichols, Chief instructor, Sergeant Nichols holds the 
record of having seen 900 students chute safely while under his wings. He has 
been instructing since 1919, ; 

Of the class under instruction at the present time, three more students have 
still’ to make their jump. Six students have already completed the jump - Privater 
Clark, Simpson, Loeffelholz, Johnston, Laflin and Assisiant Instructor Ralph S, 
Highfull, 

_ The News Letter Correspondent, writing as of May 14th, states that parachute 
jumping will be continued for another week and that one of the features will be 
the juwp of Master Sergeant Charles "Doc" Winters, 50 years of age. Although 
slated for retirement next December, Winters asked to be allowed to undertake the 
rather risky jump before he retires, 


ARMY FLYERS EXPLORE ISLAND OF MINDORO 


Captains A, I. Eagle and Robert Kauch, Army Air Service, who left Manila on 
April 3rd last to cross the unexplored portion of the Island of Mindoro, arrived 
at the Governor's Office, Calapan, Mindoro, at 5:00 p.m. April 29th, after a 
most exhausting and trying trip. 

The Lumintao, Mogpog, Arunay and Bucayo Rivers were followdd up and correc- 
tions were made in the maps hitherto knowm. The rivers have their sources in the 
gorges with walls hundreds of fcet high, which rise directly from the water's 
edge, even at low water, which is the time the explorers visited them. 

"The country," said Captain Eagle, "was the roughest I have ever seen. There 
are practically no level spots. anywhere. West of the center range we found no 
timber, and the mountains in some spots were too rough even for deer and tamarao," 
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NIGHT PARACHUTE JUMPS AT KELLY FIELD 


Before a large audience of people from San Antonio and personnel’of Kelly 
Field, three night parachute jumps were made by enlisted men of the 10th School 
Group Parachute Department recently. Privates C. S. Robbins, 43rd School 
Squadron, and F. B. Durchenwald, 68th Service Squadron, were the two men to jump 
the first night. Lieut. J. I. Moore piloted the ship thet took Robbins up, 
while Lieut, Griffith took Durchenwald off the ground, I+ had been planned that 
the ships should stay close together in the air, thus allowing the two men to 
jump simultaneously in order to keep the searchlight on both until they reached 
terra firma, but Private Durchenwald became slightly anxious to leave his plane 
and took off a little tco soon. The light played back and forth on the two 
jumpers and then was fixed on Private Durchenwald, as it appeared that he was 
drifting off the field. Private Robbins landed on the flying field while 
Durchenwald lit on the side of Hangar #14 and dropped from his harness to the 
ground. 
¥ On the following night Capt. Burdette S. Wright took Private C. C. Fenner, 
40th School Squadron, off the ground for the third jump and the searchlight 
succeeded in keeping track of him all the way to the ground. The first two 
jumps were made at 8:00 p.m., and the third about 9;00 p.m. All three jumps 
were made from an altitude of 3,000 feet. 
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DLUUGLAS TRANSPORT WITH DH PROPELLER FAILS TO CLIMB 


The crash recently at Selfridge Field. Michigan, of a Douglas Transport 
equipped with a DH propeller would seem to indicate that this type of propeller 
is unsuitable for this ship when it is fully loaded. The ship in question, 
piloted by Cadet Clinton W. Davies, was scheduled to proceed to Fairfield, Ohio, 
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for the fir Force Meneuvers, carrying seven enlisted men as rassengers. When 

the ship icok off it traveled & disience of approxinately a.quarter of ae mile 
before it left the ground, rose to a heizht of between forty and fifty feet anda 
then began settling rapidly. The pilot made a turn to the left in order to get 
into the only field available. but due to the fact that the ship lost altitude 

so rapidiy he was unable to straighten it cut for a perfect landing and the left 
wing hooked into the grourd, breaking the fuselagé and tearing off the left wheel, 

The original propeller on this ship being broken several days prior to the 
accident, it was equipped with a DH pitpeller and given a thorough test flight by 
an experienced transport pilot, who revorted that the plane took off and handled 
as well in the air with this propeller as it did when equipped with the original. 
propeller furnished with the plane. During this flight test the only load carried 
was two men, 

In commenting on this accident, the Chief Engineer, MeCook Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, stated that one acquainted unly with the fundamental principles of pro- 
peller engineering might very easily, make the perfectly natural mistake of 
assuming thet if the engine is the same and high speed the same the propeller is 
interchangeable between airplanes of otherwise different types because of the 
fact that in the two cases the ratio of speed of advance to proveller tip speed 
is the same. in the present instance, however, the airplanes require different 
propellers because of the fact of the difference in size of the fuselage. Due to 
the large size of the fuselage of the Dougias Transport the relative ratio of 
propeller disc area to fuselage cross section is too small for the propeller 
#37593 , otherwise known as the efficiency propeller, which has a diameter of 9'8", 
The propeller designed for the transport airplane has a diameter of 10'6" and, 
in addition, has wider blades than the narrow propeller, both of which features 
make it suitable for the Douglas airplane, whereas the other propeller is 
unsuitable, 
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PROGRESS OF THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


On June lst the class of the Air Service Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, had 60 students undergoing instruction, 24 of them having reached cross- 
country stage and the remainder of the class being on Martin Bombers, single- 
seaters, strange fields, formation and 180=360's, The students of this class as 
of the above date have been given 3,488 hours of instruction, and the students 
in the class now average close to 45 or 50 hours each, 
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DAWN TO DUSK AIRPLANE GOES TO SCRAP PILE 


The famous PW-8 "Dawn to Dusk Ship", which was flown by Lieut. Russell L. 
Maughan, June 23, 1924, across the American continent from New York to San 
Francisco, Calif., between sunrise and’sunset, is no more. This airplane, which 
on the above eventful day covered 2,540 miles in 2i hours, 485 minutes, met an 
untimely and recently while its pilot was making a landing at Selfridge Field, 
Michigan, The large gas tanks which hac been installed in the ship especially 
ivr the momentous flight across the continent, had just been removed and replaced 
by the regular size gasoline tank designed for the ship when, on the very first 
fiight after this change, it met disaster. The soft and muddy condition of 
Selfridge Fiela@ wes responsible for the wreck of the plane, for in landing, the 
wheels sank into: the turf as the plane was rolling along and the landing gear 
was wiped off, The plane nosed up and then fell over on its back, causing a 
complete washout. Army Air Service officers at Selfridge Field explained that the 
hard usage to which the ship had been subjected in the past few years was partly 
the reason for the failure of the landing gear struts and the resultant crash. 
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GLOOM AT POPE FIELD, N.C. 


There are others bedides the radio DX hounds who regret the passing of 
winter. The News Letter Correspondent from Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N.C., says:: 

"Comparative gloom has been cast aloug the western boundary of the 
reservation with the passing of the winter season at Pinehurst and Southern 
Pines and the general exodus of sport loving visito.s who have made the most of 
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these well-know resorts in months past, 
The exceptional golf courses attract the best in the game while the club 
and hotels constitute the hub around which the winter social functions revolve," 
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VIRGINIA FARMERS VISIT LANGLEY FIELD 

The Virginia Farmers’ Union paid a visit to the Lighter-than-Air section at 
Langley Field, Va., on June 3rd, and were escorted by the Commanding Officer of 
the Field, Major Westover, into the airship hangar, where they were met by Captain 
Charles P, Clark, Commanding Officer of the Lighter-than-Air Section. 

Major Westover delivered a talk about airships, and Captain Clark arranged 
his men for maneuvering the airships, after which Lieut. R. Kieburtz, as pilot, 
made a short demonstration flight in the airship TC-9, Most of the party had 
never visited the airship hangars before, and they were very much interested in 
Major Westover's talk and in looking over the airships and hangar equipment, 


-- -000—-— 
SUMMER TRAINING ACTIVITIES AT LANGLEY FIELD 


The summer training camp activities at Langley Field, Va., started June 
16th, with the arrival of the 304th and 324th Observation Squadrons of the 79th 
and 99th Divisions, respectively. A total of 60 Reserve officers and one 
enlisted reservist were scheduled: to attend this first camp for a period of 15 
days. 

Two days later, June 18th, the Air Service R.O.T.C,. Unit from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology arrived at Langley Field, 32 strong, for a 
period of training lasting until July 29th, Other Reserve and National Guard 
units then follow in quick succession, and in some cases overlap, The 403rd 
end 502nd Pursuit Squadrons will receive training from July 2nd to 16th, the 
482nd Bombardment Squadron from July 17th to 3lst; the 103rd Observation Squadron, 
Pennsylvania National Guard, from July 24th to August 17th; the 355th Balloon 
Company from July 3lst to August 14th; the 29th Division Air Service, Maryland 
National Guard, from August lst to 15th, and the 10lst Observation Squadron, 
Massachusetts Netional Guard, 

During the training period from June 16th to August 28th there’ will be at 
Langley Field a total o* 211 Reserve and National Guerd Officers, 233 enlisted 
men of the Keserve Corps and National Guard, and 32 R,0.T.C, cadets. 

Commanding Officers and staffs for the various camps have been selected, 
using the officers who have just completed the course at the Air Service Tactical 
School as well as officers permanently detailed to Langley Field. Schedules of 
instruction have been carefully prepared and have received the approval of the 
Corps Area Commander, The system of training to be used is similar to that used , 
last year, which was very successful, and it is expected that excellent results of 
the training will be obtained again this year. 


--=000--= 
SIXTH PHOTO SECTION CELEBRATES ORGANIZATION DAY 


April 10th last was set aside and celebrated as Organization Day of the 


' 6th Photo Section, stationed at Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I, Montalban was decided 


upon as the rendezvous for the said celebration. The entire section left the 
camp at 7:00 a.m, and proceeded to make the day a good one. A good time was 
enjoyed by all, exploring caves, climbing mountains, etc. Fried chicken was 
served along with cold drinks, Many of the men are already looking forward to 


. next year's celebration, 
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INSTRUCTING AIR SERVICE PERSONNEL BY MOVIES 


In the belief that the personnel of the San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, 
Duncan Field, Texag;, would profit by ard be interested in Air Service matters as 
depicted by motion picture films, one-half heur each week has been set aside for 
the showing of Air Service films, and ci*criance is mandatory. The first Sheereng 
was on May 27th, the subject being “Bomoing at Fort Sill and the Rio Grande Canon 
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together with a technical ?ilm showing the operation of the supercharger. The 
pictures were thoroughly enjoyed, and the indications are that the’ experiment 
wili be successful as a morale builder and an educational feature, The half hour 
is made especially enjoyable by the playing of a civilian orchestra which 
volunteers its services, 
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PHILIPPINE AIR SERVICE OFFICERS RETURN FROM LONG FLIGHT 


.., Three seaplanes returned April 22nd from an interesting cross-country flight 
to the southern islands, approximately 2.200 miles being covered in the twelve 
days absence of the personnel from Kindiey Field, Fort Mills, Pil. 

The following officers and non-commissioned officers participated in the 
flight: Lieuts, Kimble, Cook, Gross and Rush, Staff Set. McGhee and Corp, 
Pointer, A delay of two days was occassioned at Capiz on account of a camshaft 
failure, New parts were shipped by inter-island boat, and after they were 
installed all motors functioned nicely for the rest of the trip. 

Three days were spent at Iloilo and three at Zamboanga, a side trip being 
made from the latter point to Jolo. Returning from Zamboanga, a stop was made 
overnight at Camp Keithley on Lake Laiao, This lake is one of the most beautiful 
spots in the Islands and, fortunately, is accessible by seaplane, so that it can 
be easily incluced in the itinerary. Its high elevation and cool climate provide 
& pleasant relief from the warm lowlands, = 

From Lake Lanao the trip home was made in two days, with stops at Cagayun, 
Tacloban, Masbate and Batangas. The only unusual incident on the return trip 
occurred when one of the pilots, in attempting to check his course, sdotted an 
isiend which could not be located on the map, Upon closer approach a beautiful 
geyser was noticed in full play toward one end of the island. The thrill of the 
thought of possible discovery of a new land of volcanic origin was lost, however, 
when the whale slowly submerged, , 
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PARACHUTE JUMPER TAKES IT PHILOSOPHIC ALLY | 


Private lst Class Hendricks recently made a fine parachute jump at Langley 
Field, Va. He dove from a Martin Bomber at about 2,000 feet altitude and dropped 
some 300 feet, when the chute opened beautifully and conveyed its human charge 
safely to the ground. The News Letter Correspondent states that when asked as 
to his thoughts after the jump and while relying on tho "bit of silk" to function 
according to expectation, Private Hendricks remarked; "Had it not opened I had 
nothing to worry about", Most of us agree with him, . 


---000--= 
. A BOUQUET FOR MAJOR DAVIDSON 


Commenting on the publication of War Department orders rclieving Major 
Howard C, Davidson, Air Service, as Assistant Military Attache at London, the 
aeronautical publication THE AEROPLANE (London) states: 

"Everybody who has come in contact with him will regret deeply the 
departure of Major Davidson, There has never been any official person from the 
other side of the Atlantic who has been better liked and respected than he, Eis 
frankness of manner has won him friends wherever he has been, and his interest in 
everything aeronautical is so evidently personal as well as official — ey 
body has always been glad to meet him and discuss the affairs of our aviation with 
him, For, although his duty was to acquirs information, his wide —, oe 
knowledge of the subject and his sane outlook on it mann Se nes 2 
giving really valuable advice in return for any informe*ion which he pe ve 

The position of any Service Attache at any imbassy or Legation is a Pai 
delicate. To put it baldly, he must be of necossity tho chief spy for his : 
Service in the country to which he is appointed, He is thore to find out al 
he can about what that country is deing in wre developiert cf his particular 
Service, Major Cavidson has done his work with consume tact and has never 
ruffled the susceptibilities of even the most sensitive officials, 


One of the most delightful steries abcvt him iltustrates his eg of 
ns : : 4 oe See oo oe — ae A mie . < es 
humour, It concerns an official visis woieh be pad a oes aan ReAy : pee 
station. The Officer Commanding the station av the tine Jad had instructio 


that Major Davidson was to be shown everything except certain machines which 
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were very much on the Secret List and were all housed in one shed. As they 
aporoachsa this shed the officor who wa: conducting the tour of the stalion seid 


that it was not worth wrile going in there as there was only scma ola junk of no 
particular interest, The story goes that Major Davidson, in his quict way, 
remarked ‘Say, I wonder whether any of your old junk looks like this!’ and 
procuced from his PPRREN excellent pnotographs of eli the hush-hush MACHINES» 

We shall miss his amiable presence at those official and semi-official 
functions where veople are gathered together in the name of cviation, And every- 
one will wish “an and his charming wife ell good fortune in their return to their 
native country, ' 


— 
INBOUND AND OUTBOUND SHIPMENTS. AT SAN ANTONIO AIR DEPOT 


The Supply Department of the San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan 
Field, Texas, has tre following tonnage report for the 3C day period ending May 
22nd (this does not incluce shipments ‘of airplanes delivered or received by air): 

Outbound shipments: 





Number of 





Saipnents Pounds 
Freight = --<+.-e---= 43 Oa, | 
EXpress == ee ee ewe 7 Pe A nN 1,265 
Percel Post = —-—<--s == 26 wen eee ee re 
Local Delivery= ----- 230 wee ee me oe -__ 253, O15 
Total = - = S7/,272 pounds 
inbound shipments: 

Freight «=» --+---=- = pen meee e = = = = 158,118 

ExpresS == eee ee = = 3 fe et re oe ee 229 

Parcél ‘Poste = =e = = 20 le ett le a as Fee 237 

Local Receiptse -« - -- = 72 wee ee = © = 127,485 
Total 286 ,535 pounds 
Grand Total 863,807 lbs, 
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NOTES FROM AIR SERVICE FIELDS 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, June il. 





Making their first parachute descents from an airplane, Sgt. C. C. Flagg 
and Pvt. Bob King jumped recently from an 0-2 Observation ship flown over Kélly 
Field by lst Lieut. A, C. Kincaid, 

Lieut.-Col. C. C. Culver, Commandant of Kelly Field, and lst Lieut. A, B, 
Ballard landed at Kelly Field at 8:30 o'clock after completing a round trip flight 
to Fort Sill during the day, Col. Culver want to the Oklahoma fort for a con- 
ference with the Commandant of the Field Artillery School. 

Private Elmer R,. Hilliard of the 42nd School Squadron died at the Fort Sam 
Houston Base Hospital at 9:40 Tuesday night, June 8th, a few hours after the plane 
in which he was riding hit a wire fence near Gonzales, Texas. Cadet Edward H, 
McMillon, pilot of the wrecked ship, suffered serious internal injuries. They 
were sent to the Base Hospital in the ambulance airplane, carrying Captain Lewis, 
Flight Surgeon, soon after the news of the accident was received. Funeral ser- 
vices for Pvt. Hilliard were heid at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday. Corporal T. Re Busby, 
42nd School Squadron, accompanied the remains to Dublin, Texas, It was first 
believed that the injuries received by Cadet Mcillon would be fatal, but the last 
reports from the Base Hospital say he will recover. 

A bucking broncho, a horsehair lariat and whooping cowboys are only music 
to the Texas "longhorns", but when an airplane looms so close that its hot breath 
Scorches their back then its different. The other morning a veritable stampede 
greeted Capt. B. S, Wright when he essayed ‘to "herd" a dozen or more truant cattle 
from the flying field at Kelly. As no broncho was available, Capt. Wright took 
off in a DH and within a few minutes the herd was racing down thé Frio City Road, 

Captain R. C. Candee returned after a 45-dey leave of absence epent in 
California, The Captain reports thet he enjoyed his vacation very much. 

The 40th School Squadron celebrated the end of a successful ball season with 
adinner, The feature of the evening was a talk on the team by Capt. Eglin, 
Squadron commander, Lieut, Johnson presented the cup to the squadron and a 
miniature baseball to eech of the twelve lucky men. He made a short talk on 
athletics in the Army after presenting the trophies, Lieut, Richter, former 
engineering officer, who will depart soon for McCook Fie243, bid the squadron 
farewell, Lieut, Richter described a bomber he is going to construct. It will 
be a great improvement over the present ones. If he is successful, the ship will 
roll out on the line without oid of mechanics, start its own motors, take off, and 
do its om bombing, All that the pilot will be required to do is to sit in the 
cockpit (Regulations call for a piict in the cockpit). When it comes in it will 
Sprout little brushes and wipe its cwm wings (appliuse from the wing wipers), 
service itself, and roll in the hangar, After presenting Pvt. Chalk with a gold 
watch the squadron learned that he had ability as an after dinner speaker as well 
as a baseball pitcher, 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texes, June 26th. 





Major General Robert H. Allen, Chief of Infantry, visited Kelly Field on 
June 12th and inspetted the 10th School Group. He was accompanied on his 
inspection tour by 3rigadier-Ceneral Frank R, McCoy, comnendcr of the Third 
Brigade, and Colorei John F,. Preston, Chief of Staff of the Sth Corps Area. 

The various orgenizations of the 10th School Group organized several rest 
camps along the Medina River and elsewhere and the week-ends are now spent in 
fishing and swimming, Trucks leave at noon on Saturdays and return Sunday night, 

On June 2Cth two planes from the 3rd Attack Group, viloted by Lieuts, Greene 
and Booth; and on June 21st one plane, piloted by Lieut, Partridge, left this 
station for Hardin, Montana, to participate in the commemoration of the Battle 
of the Little Fig. Horn, where General Custer, in command of the 7th Cavalry, 
was overwhelmed and defeated, he and his entire force being slain by the 
victorious Indians led by Sitting Bull of the Sioux, 

Duplicating their feat of 1925, the 4Cth School Squadron's snappy baseball 
team carried their colors to the top of the Kelly Field League, winning 15 games 
out of a total of 17 pleyed. Chelk, the mainstay of the "Bombers" team, recently 
bought out of the Army and is at present pitching for Edinburgh, Texas, in the 
Valley League, 

Lieuts. Canfield, Stearley and Bump cross-countried to Laredo, Texas, June 
12th, carrying as passengers R.O.T.C, studerts K.H. Scott and A. J. Ross and 
‘Corp. Lynch of the 8th Squadron, The return flight was made on June 13th. 
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Lieuts. Sweeley and Anderson made a cross-country flight to Dallas, Texas, 
June 10th, carrying R.0O.T.C,. students C, B, Courville and GC, R, Storrie, return- 
ing the following day, 

Cadet Guillett with Pvt. Colleps as passenger made a cross-country flight 
to Alexandria, La., in a DH airplane from the 8th Squadron; 

The basic course in night flying was completed June 10th, Specialized 
training will follow next, 

Capt. F. H. Pritchard arrived here in a P-l airplane June 9th from Selfridge: 
Field, 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, June 7. 





A great deal of excitement was caused around the post by-a mad dog running 
around loose. He managed to nip several other dogs before he was finally coralled 
and shot. Now all the dogs are confined more or less till all danger of an 
epidemic ceaces, 

Friday night was the occasion of a dance at the Big Hangar to whith all the 
Air Service officers and families were invited, Various dinners and parties 
were given preceding the dance, and the dance itself was very much a success, 
The dance committee simply but effectively decorated the huge floor. Music was 
furnished by the 23rd Infantry orchestra. 

Flying time for the week ending June 4th was as follows: Aircraft hours, 
462;55; Man hours, 708:50; cross-country hours, 66:30; cross-country man hours, 
121:10. 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, June 14, 





Orders came in a couple of days ago sending lst Lieut. John D. Corkille qnd 
énd Lieut.. Paul W. Wolf to San Francisco, to sail about August 20th for the 
Philippines. lst Lieut, Pardoe Martin was assigned to Panama for duty on the 
same order. 

Officers are leaving so fast now that we hardly have time to say goodbye, 
With all the extra work thrown on those remaining, the summer promises to be long 
and hote 

Last Friday night Brooks Field threw a very successful picnic at Landa Park 
in New Braunfels. The water was great, so was the food and drink, and the dance 
afterward was all one could wish. Unfortunately, not many from the other fields 
around here could attend, but that just left Capt, “Barney” Oldfield more room, 

Flying time for the week ended June lith: Aircraft hours, 675:55; Man hours, 
1013:45; crossecountry hours, 36:30; crgss-country man hours, 69:15. 


Pope Field, Fort Brage, N. C., June l. 








The proposed visit to Pope Field by Secretary of War Dwight F. Davis was 
abandoned, at least temporarily, while the plans for the building program in which 
his interest is centered are nearing completion, The burning question of how 
much of the $560,000 allotted to Fort Bragg will make a three point landing on 
Pope Field is now getting its full share of contemplation among Air Service per- 
sonnel at this station, 

Local wild turkey hunters still have hope of enjoying their favorite sport < 
this season in spite of the ravaging fires which have visited the reservation 
recently, destroying the vegetation and underbrush so necessary during the 
nesting period. The area already covered by fire would be fatal to most any other 
post except Fort Bragg-with its great expanse of forest. ’ 


Maxyell Field, Montgomery, Ala., June 28, 





A formation of ten Boeing NB planes, flown by student officers of the Naval 
Training Station at Pensacola, Fla., landed here June 23d, the visitors remaining 


overnight and returning the next day. On the 25th ten more “hopped. over" and 


returned on the 26th. 4 : 
Lieut, Wendell B, MeCoy returned from San Antonio, Texas, on the 15th, 


ferrying a TW-5. Lieut. G. A. ‘Whatley arrived on the 19th with a new VE-9, also 
from the S.A.A.1.D. The TW-5 will be for the use of the squadron, while the 
Vought will be used by Lt.-Col, Chas. H. Danforth, Corps Area Air Officer. 

Lieut. W. D, Old with Staff Sgt. Cecil Lucas are now at Tallulah, Las, 
photographing the experimental area of the Department of Agriculture at that 


place, 
alhSe V-5576, AsSe 











Lieut, Edwin Johnson left here on the 27th for Fort Barrancas, Fla., to 
cooperate with the Coast Artillery by towing targets-for anti-aircraft fire, 

During the month of June the 22nd Gbs,. Squadron and 4th Photo Section were 
engaged in the training of five reserve officers on active duty, and twenty ROT? 
students of Georgia Tech., who will remain here until July 23rd, on which date 
the six weeks' camp is completed, 

Flying time for this station from June lst to date is as follows: Total 
aircraft hours, 308:20; Man hours, regular personnel, 420:05; reserve officers, 
95:15, 

Lieut. Skow, a former member of the 22nd Squadron, was a recent visitor at 
this station, while enroute from the Canal Zone (France Field) to Fort Riley, 
Kansas, where he is now stationed, 

Lieut. Robert D. Knapp departed for Johnson City, Tenn. June 26th to relieve 
Lieut, Leland W, Miller, D.S. at that place, who was called to California by the 
tragic death of his mother-in-law. Lieut. Miller was granted 15-days' leave, 


Little Rock Airport, Little Rock, Ark., June 14, 





Little Rock is out to make a flying name for itself, and the Chamber of 
Commerce and the citizenship as a whole are deeply interested in aviation, 

The 154th Observation Squadron, Arkansas National Guard, are busily planning 
for their encampment August 15th to 30th, and a visit by pilots from other 
stations will be heartily welcomed at that time, 

Lieut. Russell M, Greenslade departed June 10th for duty at Wright Field, 
Ohio, being relieved at Little Rock A,i.D. by lst Lieut. Stanton T. Smith, 

Flying activities aro greater with the summer evenings, both by the 154th 
Observation Squadron, Arkansas National Guard, and the reserve ships,:as the fly- 
ing field is in excellent condition, | , 

The new airport field is large enough for big ships to use safely, and as 
plans are made for immediate servicing, it is hoped that many pilots, both 
military and civilian, will drop in for a visit. 





Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., June llth, 


This station has been carried as one of the NEWS LETTER'S silent stations 
for some time, but is now open for business. Recent athletic tournaments have 
afforded opportunity for memvers of the organization to distinguish themselves, 
In three tournaments recently completed at Fort Sill, the Air Service, represented 
by a total strength of 7 officers, has. competed with a total commissioned person- 
nel of over 300 and has produced two champions and one runner-up. te 

Our Commanding Officer, Capt. Richard H. Ballard, succeeded in reaching the 
finals in the local tennis tournament, In the final match he was defeated after 
a long close match and had to be satisfied with second honors in the net sport. 

Lieut. C. J. Kenney from the south (South Boston) found enough leisure from 
his arduous duties as Engineer Officer to outdistance all local golf competitors. 

He recently won the Fort Sill championship by defeating Lieut. McClure of the 
Field Artillery School in the finals of the post tournament by the decisive score 
of five up, Not content with this record, he went out and set a new course 
record, negotiating the 18 holes in 77. This mark will no doubt stand for some 
time, since some of the best players in this part of the country who have played 
the local links were unable thus far to eclipse the mark of the Air Service 
representative, 

The second champion in our midst is Lieut. D. G. Stitt, of the 23rd Photo 
Section, Although no gardening tournament was held, Stitt was conceded first 
honors in the art of producing Oklahoma flora, He has recently joined the ranks 
of the professionals, however, having been appointed Post Gardener, and will be 
ineligible to compete next season. Lieut. Stitt's efforte have been greatly 
appreciated by the feminine members of the post, since flowers have always been 
generously donated to dinner parties and other social functions, 

Lieuts. Partridge, Green and Turner of the 3rd Attack Group, came up from 
Kelly Field and gave a bombing and machine gun demonstration on May 26th for the 
students of the Field Artillery School, The showing made was quite impressive, 
although the work was handicapped by unfavorable operating conditions. 

All pilots were employed during the spring in conducting aerial fire adjust- 
ment for the students of the Field Artillery School, Nearly 200 hours were pelle 
up in piloting each student for several problems, The satisfying results obtainec 
in this work reflect considerable credit on Lieut. T, L. Gilbert, Radio Officer, 
who was in direct charge of the problems, 
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This station recently lost several venerable veterans from the hangars, Thro 
old wooden DH's were replaced by M-1's and four new Jennies were received, Wi. 
the three Douglas ships on hand and the possibility of obtaining two more, the 
local flying equipment is taking on a more modern appearance, ers 

Capt. Frank H, Pritchard came through from Selfridge Field June 9th and 
aroused much interest with his P-l. He departed for Kelly the next day. 

Lieut, C, W. Cousland, former West Point baseball star, turned out the 
candidates for the Squadron nine. From all appearances he will have an aggregation 
which will finish high in tha post league, despite the handicap of competing with 
clubs chosen from much larger organizations. The local league consists of 
battalion teams vith the exception of th> Air Service, which has only 100 men 
available, 

Master Sgt. Harry J, Rickliff was transferred from the 42nd School Squadron 
at Kelly Field and assumed his. duties as line chief of the 44th Squadron, 

Staff Sgt, Vernon Mick returned to duty from the station hospital at Fort 
Sam Houston, where he was confined for the last five months recovering from burns 
received in a fire at the Post Field Airdrome, 


Scott Field, Belleville, Il1., June 7th. 





Major Archie W, Barry, from the Airport at Little Rock, Ark., took off for 
solo in a 35,000 tu.ft. free balloon at 3:00 p.m. June 3rd, and after flying 
about a low cloud ceiling for 12 hours, 38 minutes, landed some 40 miles south- 
west of Scott Field at 3:38 a.m, June 4th. With the wind holding a favorable 
direction he had hoped to land near Little Rock, but the wind died dow, . 

During the past week the roster of officers underwent several changes. Lieut, 
Harvey H. Holland, famous in Lighter-than-Air circles and author of some very 
valuable works in Lighter-than-Air subjects, left for Lakehurst, N.J.« to complete 
the course in rigid airships with the Navy; Lieut. A. I. Puryear wert to Langley 
Field, Va.; and Lieut, Albert J. Clayton to Chanute Field. In return we have 
gained Captains W. C. Butler and W. E. Kepner from Kelly Field and Lakehurst, NJ, 
respectively, 

The official airways stork presented Lieut. and Mrs. Leslie A. Skinner with 
a daughter at St. Vineents Hospital at Belleville. The young lady will be named 
Lesley Breckenridge. ; 

Lieut, Howard Z, Davidson and Miss Martha Hoppe were quietly married in 
St, Louis on June list, 

Capt, Hawthorne C, Gray, pilot, and Lieut. Douglas Johnston, aid, both of 
Scott Field, I1l., made a most enviable record when they finished second in the . 
Balloon Races both at Little°Rock, Ark. and at Antwerp, Belgium. They report 
having a most splendid time of it, plenty of hospitality and all that sort of 
thing, 

At midnight May 28th three TC-type cruising ships, under the command of 
Lieut.-Col. John A, Paegelow, flew to Little Rock, Ark. for the Balloon Races, 
During the entire time the ships flew in formation and were in sight of each 
other. A large number of the students of the A.S. Balloon and Airship School 
participated ae student pilots and navigators. They reported a lot of work and 
knowledge gained by all on their first cross-country. 

The 1925~1926 class breathed a sigh of relief as the ground school came to 
aclose, They even gave a dinner to celebrate the occasion and were nice enough 
to ask the instructors, No unkind things were said. Everyone was gentlemanly 
and polite and it was a good party. ; 

At present this station has seven airships in active operation, one semi- 
rigid (the ES-1) and six non-rigids (three of the TC type and three of the TA 
type). Several of the students were authorized to solo and it is believed that 
by the end of the week practically the entire class will have reached this stage 
in their training, : 

gles eaten the week ending June 6th was as follows: Man hours - 225:15; 
"A" ships 13 hours; "C" ships 37:25; heavier-than-air craft 2:35. 


Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., june llth, 





The Ground School course for the class of 1925-26 having been completed, 
all efforts are now being concentrated on flying and the time is ripe for the 
distribution of wings or clothes pins. Up to the” present time Lieuts. EH. 
White and W. 0. Eareckson have been passed out on the "A" type ships, and the 
fPllowing students, having been soloed on these shirs, await their pass ouvs: 
idjor James A, Mars, Lieuts, John Y. icrk, R. P. Williams, Edmund C. Lynch, 
Ugal G, Ent and Cadet Eugene B. Sn arennees V-5576, A.S. 















Lt.-Col. and Mrs, John A. Paegelow gave a very attractive tea and retertion 
on Thursday afternoon for the newly married couples of the post and those ve wap 
married people having lately joined our group, The guests of honor weres: Larut, 
and Mrs. John G. Salsman, Lieut. and lirs. Lester ii, Kouch, and Miss Nors 
Alexander and Lieut. Ingalls, whose engagement was recently announced. Mre. E.M, 
Folgensonger and ijiss Lenore Schcefield presided at the tea table. The Comuandcing 
Officer's quarters were beautifully decorated with flowers of +hs season, of which 
the dominating note was imparted by pink tea roses in lavish profusion, 

During the week we were visited by the following pilots who were. Making cross- 
country flights: Captain Pritchard, Lieuts. Still, Can and Cronau. 

On June 8th an examination for flying cedet applicants was held. out of 
the original 24 who made application for the examination, only eleven appeared, 
Seven passed the physical examination and five the mental examination, 

Friday proved a most auspicious day as listed by the hunch artists. Col, 
Charles E. Stodter, from the Inspector General's Department, descended upon us, 
As usual, Scott Field made a most excellent showing. 

Flying time for week ending June 12th was as follows: Aircraft hours, 
heavier-than-air, 4 hours, 30 minutes; Lighter-thean-Air, "A" type 52 hours, 15 
min.; "C" type, 32 hours,10 min.; free balloon, 4 hovrs, 50 min. Total 99 hours, 
15 min,’ Man hours: Heavier-than-air, 7 hours, 15 min,; lighter-than-air, 354 
hours, 30 min, 





Langley Field, Hampton, Va., June 7th. 


lith Bombardment Squadron: The Squadron flew 11 hours, 50 min. consisting 
of 18 flights last waek, i 

Lieut, Parker mace a non-stop flight toDurham, N.C. and return on the 3rd. 
This flight was a raid mission and was a complete success. 

20th Bombardment Squadron: Staff Set. Weidekamp, who for some time was our 
acting lst Sgt. was seni to Detroit to undergo a course of instruction in Packard 
motors, The shoes of our "iate departed" Top Kick were ably filled by the some~ 
whet large but capable feet of Tech. Sgt. A. B. Jewell, who took over his official 
duties with a bang and now has the boys stepping "high, wide and handsome", in 
accordance with Army Regulations. However, he seems to be getting somewhere and 
has our willing support, 

Staff Set. A. C. Barker has been our Line Chief since Sgt. Jewell became 
clerically inclined and things are running smoothly at this end. Altogether 
the changes seem to have been for the best. © o 

9th Bombardment Squadron: Cur Squadron Commander, Capt. Rust, went on leave 
to attend the Shriners’ Convention in Philadelphia, Pa. During his absence Lieut. 
Colliver assumed command, wate 

With thecempletion of the bombing and machine gun matches we. are back on the 
training schedule for the 2nd Bombardment Group. Aerial gunnery, bombing, raids 
on various towms and routine test flights are the order of the dey. 

19th Airship Company: This morning, at qbout 10:30, a convoy of 15 trucks, 
under the command of 1st Lieut. Crissy, arrived here from Aberdeen, Md., with the 
rest of the enlisted personnel and equipment of the 18th Airship Company. Old 
friendships were renewed among the men of the 19th and the men who arrived from 
Aberdeen, Everything was done to mske the men comfortable after their journey of 
over 300 miles in heavy Army trucks. The trucks and equipment were placed in the 
Airship Hangar, and it looks more like a big garage with the trucks placed 
temporarily along the walls, 

















Langlev Field, Hempton, Va., June lst: 


llth Borbardment Squadron; The squadron made 21 flights last week for a 
t i a inutes. 
comes oan eigen won its fifth i ahs Se eee the 58th 
f ‘of 2 d seems to have the pennant within 1ts grasp. 
sit Re ee Lieut. A. Lindeburg left today flying a Martin 
Bomber which he is taking to Philadelphia, Pa. Acc ompany?:ng him were Staff Sgts, 
Ls E. Avaritt, J. R. Bluhm and Corp. George Bolles. Privctes He Gibbs — . 
McAllister were passengers aboard the Douglas Transport which left this s ai ge 
today bound for Middletowm, where they will receive a machine shop more epee an! 
ambulance which they will drive to Philadelphia. Two more ol the auneys -4 3 
left a few days ago bound for the same plcce. All of the above gorenete® wi 
participate in the Air Service activities which will take place during e | 
sesquicentennial at "Quakertown" this sumuer, 
wiBe V-5576, A.5. 
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Captain Cecil G, Sellers was appointed Squadron Operations and Engineer 
officer during the absence of Lieut. A. Y. Smith, who hes also gone to 
Philadelphia, The Captain took charge of his new activities today and has 
things running smoothly. _ 

96th bombardment Squadron: Our former Squadron Commander, Captain Black, 
was a Visitor at the field last week. Captain Black is now on duty at Baltimore, 
Md., with the Maryland National Guard, 

Activities for the past week consisted of work at the hangar on one NBS-1 
airplane for the trip to Philadelphia. The ship will remain there for about six 
months « 

o9th Service Squadron: Staff Sgt. Adolph Cattarius joined the organization 
as replacement for Staff Set, Lewis Bish, Sgt. Cattarius delivered four years of 
labor in the Canal Zone and says he would like to have four more, 

Twenty-nine members of this organization joined from D.S, at Aberdeen, 
Proving Grounds, Md. Since December 10, 1923, this organization has had a 
detachment of men at Phillips Field, Md., working in conjunction with the 49th 
Bombardment Squadron, Air Service. Of the original 40 men leaving in 1923, only 
three returned, Privates Andrews and Crouse and Corp. Peterson, 

end Photo Section: Lieut. T. M. Lowe recently made a trip to Fort Bragg, 

N. Ca, to confer with the Field Artillery Board regarding the use of aerial 
photography in conjunction with Field Artillery Firing, Tests are to be con- 
ducted next September using the new AirService four lens Te2 camera, The work 
is to be carried out by the Air Service, the Corps of Engineers, and the 

Field Artillery, 

19th Airship Company: Lieut. A, I. Puryear was assigned to this organization 
again. He was transferred about two months ago from the 19th to Scott Field and 
on the last bombing contest held here in May Lieut. Puryear, representing the 
Scott Field bombing team, won first place in bombing. Thanks to him Scott Field 
took the honors of bombing in Lighter-than-Air. Now we are going to keep this 
bull's eye target hitting Bomber with us as long as possible with the hope of 
taking from Scott Field any bombing matches that are held in the future, 

Lieut. W, L, Harris was detailed on temporary duty at Philiips Field, 
Aberdeen, Md., to take command of a convoy of men proceeding from that field to 
Philadelphia, Pa., for temporary duty in connection with the Sesquicentennial 
Exposition, It is expected that Lieut. Harris will remain on this duty until the 
late fall. . 

On May 26th a birthday party was given lst Lieut. W. A, Gray by the Officers 
of the 19th and a very enjoyable evening was had by the officers of the post and 
their families, The Officers' Club was elaborately decorated for the occasion, 

Today a farewell dinner was given to lst Sgt. Louis Glodny, who retired from 
the Army a short time ago. Sgt. Glodny has been a member of the 19th for a long 
time and was well liked by the men, In behalf of the Company, Captain Charles P. 
Clark, Commanding Officer,.made a short speech, presenting to Sgt. Glodny, a 
beautiful silver tea set and a small rememberance for his service in the 
Philippine Islands, which, when opened, was found to be a Filipino Doll, Sgt. 
Glodny replied with a few words of thanks and a farewell to the mens . 

The TC+-9 and TC~5 in eleven flying days during the month of May rolled up a 
total of approximately 59 hours 20 minutes, and a total man-hours of 318 hours, 
55 minutes, 














Langley Field, Hampton, Va., June 14th. 








2nd Photo Section: A delegation of 15 Reserve officers, from Fort a 
Va., visited this section last week. They were shown various photographs, oth 
ground and aerial, and after giving them a little idea of the various wee 
used in aerial photography they were led into the dark room where the — — 
taking was in progress. A number of prints were then made and dried. = a 
finished product was done they were surprised to see how well and quickly the 
pictures were made in such a short space of time and were also very much 
interested in seeing how mosaic are put together. All of the Reserve ae 
expressed their appreciation of the courtesy and willingness of the 2nd Photo 
Secti ersonnel 

ith Rethantnant Squadron: The squadron flew 17 hours 20 minutes last 
week, Lieuts, Walker and Hawkins of this Squadron each flew a Martin Bomber 
to Camp Dix, N.J., on June 8, returning on the 9th, ferrying the Student 8 wn 
officers of the Air Service Tactical School to that station. This trip af orde 
these pilots an opportunity to visit the Sesquicentennial in Philadelvhia, 








=19— V=-5576, AS, 


_ 











The llth Squadron annexed the baseball post championship having won si-: 
straight games. The Squadrontg star pitcher, one of the-star pitchers of tire 
field, Corporal Browmlee, was discharged per expiration of term of service, 
June 12th, having decided to follow civil life. Our best wishes follow him in 
this new line of endeavor, . 

20th Bombardment Squadron: Staff Sergeant Edward McAleer returned from 
Chanute Fieid June 7th after an absence of six months. The Sergeant took 
up a Crew Chief's course while at Chanute Field and successfully passed all 
examinations, We are very glad to have him back in the outfit. 

96th Bombardment Souadron: Flying for the past week has been of the 
Schedule for the 2nd Bomoardment Group, consisting of raids and gunnery. Capt. 
Rust.and Lieut, Colliver have been practicing aerial gunnery while Lieut. Allison 
has been raiding various tows. 

i%th Airship Company: The Airships TC-9 in command of Capt. Chas. P. 
Clark, and TC-5 in command of lst Lieut, W. A. Gray, flew to Richmond, Va., 
on June 9th, to participate in the exercises incident to laying the cornerstone 
of the new Mosque for the Acca Temple. The airships left Langley Field at 9:50 
@m., arriving overRichmond at 12 o'clock, After flying around the city and 
idling over Laurel and Main Streets until 12:30 p.m. both ships left for the 
return flight, arriving at the hangar at 2:00 p.m, 

Warrant Officer Robert Lassiter reported’ here for duty June 11, and has 
been detailed as Communications, Transportation, and Assistant Operations 
Officer. Mr. Lassiter is a qualified airship pilot from Scott Field, Ill. 











Langley Field, Hampton, Va., June 21st. 





50th Observation Squadron: The 50th Squadron has just finished a test 
of the 50 caliber machine gun from an («2 airplane, Approximately 400 rounds of 
ammunition were fired, , ? 

lith Bombardment Squadron: The Squadron Baseball League anded with 
the Eleventh very much on top, - seven victories and no defeats, the team 
compiling a total of 72 runs to the opponents 23, All of the victories were 
credited to Chink Brownlee, our pitching ace, who on June 12th was honorably 
discharged per ETS, He immediately took off for Martinsburg, Va., Piedmont 
League, where he made his debut on the 15th against the strong Hanover Team, 
in the last game of a twin bill, He held them to two runs and four hits in six 
innings, the game being called on account of darkness, but the best he could do 

was to get a draw due to poor support, 
The Squadron flew a total of 29 hours, and 50 minutes during the last week, 
consisting of twenty-two flights. X-Countries were made to Moncure, N. C., and 
Camp Dix, NeJeo P : 

20th Bombardment Squadron: Squadron personnel were very busily engaged 
during the past week in ferrying A,S.T.S, Student Officers to Camp Dix and return, 
Captain W. H. Hale, our Commanding Officer and the pilot.of one of the ships 
engaged in this work, had more than his share of thrills and hard luck with two 
forced landings. The first occurred on the flight from this station to Dix and 
was caused by a radiator drain cock valve vibrating loose and letting the water 
out of the engine. This was easily remedied and the Captain proceeded to Dix 
with his passengers, On the return trip, our “Lady Luck" seemed to have entirely 
deserted the Captain when the left motor of his ship stripped a gear and knocked 
a hole through the housing covering it. Luckily, however, the ship was in 
gliding distance of a large field of popcorn and a safe landing was madees A new 
motor was procured at :Aberdeen, Md., and the ship proceeded to this station 
after a delay of two days, 

Staff Sergeant "Ollie" Barker will henceforth be known as the Jonah Crew 
Chief for Captain Hale. The Sergeant has been a crew chief for over six years 
and in that time he has had five forced landings, Four of these five landings 
were made with Captain Hale as pilot. Sergeant Barker reports a very agreeable 
time chatting with the farmers on this forced landing, and although he has said 
nothing about it, we feel sure that he gave them some good advice about raising 
potatoes and hogs, etc., as he is a very enthusiastic son of the soil when he is 
not flying. 

"2 ~ 9 Squrdron: Captain Rust, our Squadron Commander, left June 
j ving Lieut. Allison in command, 
~~ sa sg at Mitchell Field, N.Y.for sumrer training of the West 
Point cadets, leaving us only two ships, although we have 42 hours and 35 minutes 
flying so far this month, Not so bad for only two ships and two pilots, 
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19th Airship Company: On June 15th, about 7:50 a.m., our two sister ships, 
the TC-5 and the TC-9, made a special formation flight, both ships make ng a 
graceful take-off at exactly the same time under the commana of Captain C. P. 
Clark, Commanding Officer of the Lighter-than-Air Section at Langley Field, Mr. 
Cooke, a Pathe News Photographer, made a few very interesting moving pictures of 
the ships at the time of the take-off and during the time when the ships circled 
the field in a wonderful formation, After this formation flight both ships were 
scheduled to start on a flight to Washington, D.C., but due to sudden change of f 
weather with very strong winds the flight was postponed, 

During the past week the TC-5 and the TC-9 were seen rising up.into the air 
every day, with the exception of last Wednesday, when it was raining, Today, 
June 18th, airship TC-5, piloted by Lieut. Wi. A. Gray, made a cross-country flight 
to Washington, D.C., taking off from Langley Field at 8:15 a,m. and landing at 
Bolling Field, D.C., at 10:50 a.m, After a forty-five minute test flight over 
Washington with Major R. B. Lincoln and Lieut. Montgomery (office, Chief of Air 
Service) as pilots, the TC-5 took off for the return trip, arriving at Langley 
Field a few minutes after 5:00 p.m. 

During the week of June 18th, the Company topped the list of eight flying 
days for the month, with a total as follows: Aircraft time 44 hours, 45 minutes, 
and man hours; 219 hours and 35 minutes, 

Second Lieut. B. J. Starky reported here for duty June 17th and was 
assigned as Officer in Charge of Gas Plant. Lieut, Starky was transferred from 
the 18th Airship Company, which was disbanded at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Mary- 
land, last month, 





Biges Field, Fort Bliss, Texas, May 29th. 





Lieut. Ray H. Clark, A.S., flying a DeHaviland plane and carrying Staff 
Sergeant Henry Williamson, 12th Obs, Squadron as Observer, left early on May 
23d for Fort Logan, Denver, Colorado, to participate in maneuvers in conjunction 
with ground troops scheduledafrom May 25th to 29th inclusive. This ship was 
equipped for night flying and carried parachute flares to be used for landing 
at night without assistance from the ground, 

Staff Sergeant Fred I. Pierce, piloting a DeHaviland, with Captain Ralph 
Pollock, QMC, as passenger, left for San Diego, Calif., for the purpose of 
selecting the most suitable airways route El Paso to San Diego; selecting 
emergency landing fields and ascertaining facilities for servicing of airplanes 
at various points on the route. This mission was successfully concluded and 
return made to this field May 27th. 

On May 24th Lieut. Lloyd E, Hunting, with Private Caulfield as passenger, 
flew « DeHaviland to Tucson, Ariz., via Nogales, where a stop was made to 
investigate landing facilities at that place, Private Caulfield was detailed 
for duty at the airdrome at Tucson relieving Private Henry Lang, 12th Obs. 
Squadron. Lieut. Hunting returned to this field the same day. 

. Major John N, Reynolds, A.S,, Commanding Officer of this station, left 
on May 27th in a D.H. for Lordsburg, N.M., to inspect the new airdrome at that 
place, Lordsburg has been selected as a border re-fueling station in place of 
Douglas, Ariz., the latter place being unsuitable in the matter of landing field 
facilities, also being out of the usual air route in traveling east or west. 

On May 3lst Lieuts. Leonard D. Weddington and Lloyd E, Hunting, A.5., left 
for Nogales, Ariz., in two Douglas planes, equipped with radio sending and © 
receiving: sets, to participate in maneuvers in conjunction with ground troops 
from Camp Stephen D, Little, scheduled for May 3lst to June 5th at that place, 

A reception and dance was given by the officers of the First Cavalry Division, 
Fors Bliss, on May 28th, in honor of the officers of the 12th Observation Squadron. 
A joyous time was “had" by all, 


Biggs Field, Fort Bliss, Texas, June 12th, 








On June 7th Lieut. Charles Douglas, A.5., with mechanic, piloting a Douglas 
observation plane, flew to Fort Huachuca, Ariz., to participate in maneuvers with 
ground troops at that station, returning June 12th. 

Lieut. Leonard D. Weddington and Staff Sergeant Fred I. Pierce, 12th 
Observation Squadron, piloting two Douglas planes, with Captain Walter Bender, 
and Technical Sergeant Walter B. Berg, 12th Gbservetion Squadron, as observers, 
left June 8th for Fort Logan, Colorado, for tho purpose of participating in 
maneuvers with ground troops at that station during the inspection of the Corps 
Area Commander, 
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‘Lieut. Lloyd E, Hunting, at present Acting Adjutant, 2nd Division Air 
Service, was ordered to McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, to take a course of training 
at the Engineering School, 


Headquarters, 4th Composite Group, Philippine Islands, May 14th. 





During the absence on detached service at Camp John Hay of Major Clinton 
W. Howard, Captain Dudley B, Howard is acting as Commanding Officer of the 
4th Composite Group and of Camp Nichols. Rumor has it that the Major only lost 
fourteen golf balls on the Camp John Hay course in one day. This is a rather’ 
high score, Major, but we are proud of the fact that the Air Service is setting 
the pace, y 

The following changes were made in the personnel of this organization during 
the month, Tech. Sgt. John Masters was transferred to the 28th Bombardment Squad- 
ron and Tech, Sgt. Millard E. Ketchem transferred into the organization from the 
28th Bombardment Squadron, Staff Sgt. Russell H,. Friégk, Acting Top Kick since 
July 1925, was transferred to the 2nd Observation Squadron, Staff Sgt. William 
H. Blackden, was transferred into the organization from the 2nd Squadron. Sgt. 
Ketchem will take up the duties as Post and Group Sergeant Major and first 
Sergeant of the Organization. Our former Sergeant Major, Floyd F. Cottrell, is 
spending thirty days at Baguio, Camp John Hays, on detached service before his 
departure for the United States on the July transport, 

66th Service Squadron: The shops of the 665th Service Squadron are still 
“pinch hitting" the building program of MB3A's and DH4B's, but in spite of the 
demands for engines, this section is always a lap ahead in production. Two 
MB3A's were given complete overhaul and two DH4B's were unpacked and flight- 
tested. Three Liberty and Six Wright engines were completely overhauled, The - - 
Shortage of men is a big handicap, but we are looking toward the incoming "Thomas" 
on May 4th to relieve this shortage, ; 

Staff Sergeant Theodore Glinn was discharged at the convenience of the 
Government to accept a position as Third Lieutenant in the Philippine Constabulary 
He will be greatly missed by his many friends and the Squadron, but we wish hin 
much success in his new role, ; . 

Flight "BY, 2nd Observation Squadron, Camp Nichols, One of our newest 
pilots in Flight "B" had a rather interesting experience this month. Not being 
able to use his wings for the purpose, he hiked the whole length of the island 
of Mindoro on an official exploring expedition, One of the first things that 
ist Lieut. James W, Hammond did on returning home was to order a good square 
meal, a drink or two, and several pairs of new field boots,according to Charley 
Chin Long in the Post Exchange. We deplore the junkle'slack of restaurants 
and cobbler shops, The native should be officially reprimanded for their 
oversight, | CBF it 

We sincerely hope that our former Flight Commander, lst Lieut, Arthur Je 
Melanson, is enjoying his trip with the Navy through Oriental and Asiatic ports. 
Even though his face was slightly mashed by a polo mallet just before he left, 


we should like to see that smiling visage again before ue takes it back to the 
"States", 








Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I. 





Lieuts, Williams and Umstead left for Camp Nichols, where they are to fly 
DH's to Aparri, to escort the Spanish Flyers from that point to Manila. They are 
to proceed first to Clark Field, join Lieut. H.H. Mills, and hop to Cauayan, 
where a landing is to be made and supplies procured for the return flight. Pro- 
ceeding on down the Cagayan Valley to Aparri, they will await the arrival of the 
Spaniards, who are making the long over-water flight from a point on the Chinese 
coast, and return with them to Camp Nichols. 


Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I. 





Some new PW-9's were received at this station and are now set up. The 
pilots all agree that it feels good to be in a real ship once more, The MB's 
we had at this station had all seen better days and were fast approaching the 
end of their usefulness, 

Lieut. J. G. Taylor left the first of the month for a trip with the Navy 
to the Southern Islands. From there he will continue the trip with them to 
Singapore, Hongkong, and Shanghai, returning to this Station about the 17th of 
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May. Lieut. and Mrs. Mills returned from a month's stey at Baguio and Harry says 
that although his golf didn't improve a lot he at least menaced to keep cool, 
which is more than we, who remained ot the field, can say. The hot season has 
hit with a bang here, and even the most. ardent golfers have given up their games 
for a while. Did I say all? I should have said ali but one, because it would 
take an Act of Congress to keep Lieut. Haddon from his golf. Ever since he made 
that hole-in-one at Baguio, Haddon hasn't been the same man, Licut. Be. W 
Chidlew hit a lucky streak and duplicated his feat at Baguio by making another 
hole-in-one, this time on the third hole of the Camp Siotsenburg Course, 

The Third Pursuit Squadron held a field meet on April 24th. Various firms 
from Manila and the surrounding towns donated prizes (after listening to the 
persuasive blarney of lst Sergeant licCarron) and the meet turned out to be a huge 
success, After the field meet, a good old-fashioned Dutch lunch with all the 
trimmings that go to make it up,was had and the fellows all voted that service 
in the tropics wasn't so bad after all, 

Lieut. P. L. Williams, who until recently was assigned to this station, was a 
visitor, Lieuts, Williams, Umstead and Mills, of this station, flew to Aparri 
at the Northern end of the Island of Luzon to await the arrival of the Spanis 
airmen who are flying from Spain to Manila, They will escort the Spanish flyers 
from Aparri to Manila, 

Lieut. Fred Kenny is in Baguio on a month's sick leave and after his return 
plans to take a leave and go up to China dnd Japan and catch the July transport 
at Nagasaki, Lieut, Lanagan was ordered to Camp Nichols for the remainder of 
his tour of the Islands, 

The Post is becoming rather deserted as Capt. DeFord, Lieuts, Beverley, 
Camblin and Capt. Buckner leave on the next transport. These officers have all 
their household goods packed and shipped, 

Lieut. and Mrs. Chidlaw and Lieut. and Mrs. Spry are leaving on the May 
transport to spend a.two-month's leave traveling in China and Japan, returning 
to this station the latter part of June, 


San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas. 








With the help of the weather the Operations Office of this Depot has at 
last reached the correct altitude where the cool breeze is appreciated, It has 
been reasonably busy these fine days of flying weather. Besices the continuous 
flight testing of airplanes produced by the Engineering Department, the follow- 
ing planes were delivered during the period May 15th to 25th: 9 DH-4M-1 and 
DH-4NM-2; 10 JNH (getting back to our primary flying deys); 3 PT-1; 1 VE-9; 1 
NBS-1; 1 SE-5, The following routine. cross-country flights were made: Lieut, 
Clark, to New Braunfels, Texas, and return, May 15th; and to Junction City, Tex. 
and return, May 20th; Lieut. Vanaman, to Junction City, Texas, and return, May 
220; Lieut. Halverson, to Junction City and return, May e2d, 

Under orders from the Office of the Chief of Air Service lst Lieut, Clements 
McMullen, A.S., of this Depot, recently completed an inspection of maintenance 
engineering at the outlying Air Service activities of this Depot's Control Area 
(the Eighth Corps Area), traveling by air, having previously made such inspec~ 
tions at Kelly and Brooks Fields, On May 15th he flew to Houston, Texas, and 
return, for inspection of the 36th Division Air Service, Texas National Guard. 
On the 2lst he took off from this station, and inspected in turn the Organized 
Reserve Air Service activities at Love Field, Dallas, Texas, and at Muskogee, 
Oklahoma; the Air Service units at Post Field, Fort Sill, Oklahoma; the 45th 
Division Air Service, Colorado National Guard, Denver, Colorado (flying over 
Pike's Peak, of course, on this leg of the flight), and finally the Air Service 
activities at Biggs Field, Fort Bliss, Téxas, returning to this Depot May 25th 

On May 20th Lieut, Richard T. Aldworth returned to duty from a month's sick 
leave, 

Lieut. Barney M. Giles, A.5. of the Field Service Section, visited this 
Depot May 26th (having ferried Gow a DH-4M-2P), for a conference on matters 
pertaining to the Allotment Table and Supply Control, This being his old 
station, opportunity was afforded him for a short visit with his numerous friends 
who are stationed here, ; 

On the evening of May 25th, Major Lackland honored Lieut. Clements McMullen 
with a stag dinner at the San Antonio Country Club, in ecnsoquence of Lieut. 
McMullen's approaching marriage on the 28th. Mac's numoreis Air Service ee 
were present and indicated their sorrow, However, it was soon crowned , and a 
believed it would result for the best, 

‘Mrs, Dorwin Lackland ,mother of Major Lackland, at her home at Duncan 
Field, honored Mrs. Adelaide Newman, bride-to-be of Lieut, Clements McMullen, 
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at a tea on the afternoon of May 27th, 


The wedding of lst Lieut. Clements McMullen, one of the most popular officers 
of the Air Service, to Mrs. Adelaide Newman, daughter of General E. M. Lewis, on 
Thursday evening, May 28th, at the home of Mrs, Newman's brother at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, will undoubtedly be of special interest to the Air Service, 
Bachelordom suffered a severe loss, as Mac has for years withstood the attacks 
of the fair sex, and it is also natural to assume that Major Lackland, in acting 
as best man, has rendered himself susceptible to desertion from the ranks, The 
officers and ladies of Duncan Field honored Lieut, and Mrs, Melullen with a 
dinner and dance on that date at the San Antonio Country Club, in the nature of a 
wedding supper, at which they were the recipients of numerous exquisite presents 
from friends at this Field, The departure of the happy couple by auto on a short 
honeymoon was speeded by an aerial escort of Lieut. McMullen's many friends, 

On the evening of May 15th the Civilian Social Club gave a dance for its 
members in the Service Clut building. Fred Smith's orchestra furnished excellent 
music and the dancing was enjoved by about fifty couples. 

Several auto loads of employees have been taking advantage of the week ends 
during this fine weather for picnicking at Medina Lake, enjoying the boating, 
fishing and bathing, 

Many employees are looking eagerly forward to their annual vacations, and 
are planning automobile tours to the Lower Rio Grande Valley, the Carlsbad Caves 
of New Mexico, and short tours to Monterey: and other points in Old Mexico, 


Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., June 8th, 





Every day brings more clearly into view the fact that distance means nothing 
to the Air Service; that travel by air is safe, sound and sure and that the newer 
modern planes are more reliable, No one wonders now, when a pilot leaves the 
ground in a new plane for an extended cross-country trip, how far he'll get befor 
being forced dow but, on the other hand, is surprised if he is forced dow any- 
where this side of his destination, but this cannot be said of older equipment, 
Engines are being perfected to such a degree that ordinary care makes them almost 
faultless, and the airplane itself has been improved until it will soon be 
impossible. to tear one apart in the air. Along with this comes speed and we have 
that too until now it is easily possible to average over 100 miles an hour for 
several hours and in any weather. 

Captain Frank H. Pritchard, in a type P-l pursuit plane, departed from 
Selfridge Field via Chanute Field, Scott Field, Kansas City, Muskogee, Dallas, fo: 
Kelly Field, Texas, In a little over four hours’ actual flying time he reached 
Scott Field, Tll., a distance of almost 600 miles, He is making the trip for th 
purpose of crows-country training and wil not in all probability find it necesse: 
to delay at any place along his route for repairs, Service? Yes, for even in an 
automobile one must stop for gas, oil and water, 

The non-commissioned officers of theFirst Pursuit Group feel that, so far 
as eye-sight, steadiness of arm and nerves, good luck, or what have you, is 
concerned they are the equal of any. During the annual target practice a total 
of ninety percent qualified on the range. When it comes to perforating the 
bull's eye on type "E" target or plastering a bobbing target they're theret 

A summary of the.firing by organizations is given below: ci 
ist Pur. Group Hdqrs. = 6 Experts, 2 Sharpshooters, 1 Marksman - 100% qualified. 
17th Pursuit Sqdn, -19 Experts, 3 Sharpsnoovers , 7 Marksman = 85% 

AY " 4 


27th =16 Room - % 
9th ° " 1 OC" 2 " 7 " 86% “ 
Sth “ « 5 0 4 " e. 2 88%" 
57th Service " 29 «0 3 " qfice 94% " 


Lieuts, Bettis, Luther S, Smith and John J. Williams, with 12 enlisted men, 
are now on duty at Philadelphia,Pa. in connection with the Army participation in 
the Sesquicentennial Exposition, ‘ ‘ae 

Eight Group pilots and 55 enlisted men from the 17th Pursuit Squadron wil 
leave here so as to report at Chanute Field, I11., om or about August lst for a . 
month's duty in connection with training of Reserve officers there. Ten i ay 
planes and 6 pursuit planes will be taken. Enlisted men will be attached to the 
15th Observation Squadron while on this duty. 

Three Group officers were ordered to “eg tlle See ag the 

f giving an aerial demonstration before eArmy War e 
pe OR en wet officers were ordered to temporary duty with the 202nd 
Coast Artillery anti-aircraft regiment, illinois NationalGuard, Ft. Ontario, 
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N.Y. for the period June 19th to July 18th for the purpose of pulling tow targets 
for anti-eir¢raft gunnery practice, | 

About every so often a fellow has to discard his greasy but comfortable 
coveralls for the more presentable but uncomfortable uniform, ‘shine up the 
old mess equipment, hunt up some toilet articles, a shelter half and a lot 
of other stuff which every Air Service man will maintain is excess baggage, and 
get out and stand-an inspection. If a mechanic has +o pitch his tent and 
display. equipment that day for him is ruined. Stove pines are at a premium, 
but woe unto the man who stands before the Inspecting Officer and hears: 

"Private Jones, you have a very neat pack. Display your equipment and show 

the balance of the men how you do it!" For a stove vipe, while easy to carry, 
doesn't seem to satisfy Inspectors, Two inspections are scheduled for June, 
one a tactical inspection by the Post Commander on the 12th and another for the 
Corps Area Commander on the 28th, _ 

There must be a lot of fish and game up around Oscoda and Lake Van Ettan 
wondering what's keeping the airmen away. June heretofore has always séen the 
Group in its summer home, and the fish have never been neglected like this before, 
But it can't be helped, for there are so many details that are taking the pilots 
away from the field on detached service that the aerial gunnery maneuvers have 
been postponed until about Sevt. lst, The Camp has been placed in readiness, 
however, and everything is set for the fast little fighters and their roaring 
machine guns and singing borbs. If all we hear is true, Major Lanphier will be 
back in time to lead the Group once more to the shores of Lake Van Ettane 
Although nothing official has been heard, he is expected back from the Detroit 
Arctic Expedition about the first of July. ‘ 

Baseball has suffered from lach of warm weather. Days have been cold, with 
high winds, Still this isn't, altogether responsible for the sorriness of some 
of the games. The 17th still holds the lead with the 57th trailing ‘with two 
games lost and the 94th hovering close with three in the discard, Browning, 
star hurler, is to be sent to Mitchel Field and will pitch for the team there, 

We wish him the best of luck. Games are played Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays and, while well attended never seem to get the crowds as football does, 
That's the game for soldiers! Gotta have something like personal contact to 
make a fellow snap out of it, and most all‘of ‘em love the game. 

Pretty soon this is going to bé a land of eternal winter. Only a couple 
of fellows went swimming so far this year and they went to the hospital with 
pneumonia, All the birds that fly North in the spring are stopping south of the 
Ohio, and we wear woolen OP's all summer. 








Luke Field, T. H., June 5th. 


The 19th Pursuit Squadron had a little hard luck with their new PW airplanes, 
two of them being slightly damaged in minor crack-ups. Lieut, Chennault, landing 
with a motor which wouldn't throttle properly, rolled too far, ground-looped a 
bit, hit. a motorcycle and went up on its nose. On May 18th, Lieut. Griffiss 
hit a hole in the airdrome on landing which caused the left wheel to:collapse 
and the ship to turn over, sae 

There is considerable rivalry at presént existing between the two pursuit 
squadrons in their record gunnery and bombing practice. The 19th started out on 
the ground targets, while the 6th Pursuit Squadron started on the sock. At 
the present time the 19th has finished its ground target work; is nearly 
through with record bombing, and as soon as it gets a DH will be ready to start 
on the sock, The Sixth is nearly through with tow target gunnery , has about 
half of the ground gunnery completed and is ready to start bombing. 

Lieut. Cannon of theSixth Squadron has the field record for ground 
gunnery to date, having an average of 98.88% hits, over 50% of which were 
bulls eyes. The detailed results are as follows: 
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19th Pursuit Squadron Aerial 6th Pursuit Squadron Aerial 
Gunnery Ground Target. Gunnery Ground Target. beat 
Pilot High Score Averare Pilot High’ Score Average 
Lieut .Wisehart 94 Ate 90.22% Lieut Cannon 100.00% 9E.4E% 
Lieut. Chennault 97.77% 86 . 88% Lieut, Stace 98.88% 93 ,388% 
Lieut. Griffiss 91.11% 83 55% Capt. Elmendorf . 96 666% 91.66% 
Lieut. Wheeler  984,44% 71.66% 
Lieut, Rich 92 2 22h, 71.11% 
Lieut. tiacDonald 83,33% 65.22% 
Lieut. Gothlin 68, 89 57.33% Lieut. Stace 79.3 % 75,1.¢ 
Lieut. Mallory  74,44% 45 ,22% Lieut, Meredith 85 33% 74,4 % 
Squadron average. . 71.27% Lieut, Cannon 80.66% 74.11% 
Capt. Elmendorf 74.00% 71.67% 
Lieut. M. N. Clark 71.33% 67,8 % 
Lieut. H.L. Clark 48,05% 40,55% 
Due to the lack of suitable range and a shortage of ships, record practice 
in the two, bombardment squadrons has not progressed as rapidly as in the pursuit 
organizations. The results to date are: 
23rd Bombardment Squadron Flexible guns at 
ground targets 











6th Pursuit Sqdn. Aerial Gunnery 
Tow Target. 








Pilot 
Lieut, Kunkel 
Lieut, Langmead 
Lieut, Harris 
Lieut. Farnum 
Lieut. Richards 
Lieut. Post 

The Sector Baseball League got under way May 12th. The league consists of 
teams representing six posts: Luke Field, Shafter, Kamehameha, Armstrong, 
DeRussy, and Ruger. Last year Luke Field aggregation were runners up to Shafter 
in the pennant race. Six games have been played thus far, and Long Field was 
on the long end of the score each time, their playing giving every indication 
of a determination to grab the pennant from their rivals at headquarters. 

Luke Field received a large addition to its commissioned personnel when 
the Transport SOMME arrived in post May 20th. ‘Lieuts, Chennault, Griffiss 
and Rich in PW-9's and Lieut. Post in an NBS-1 welcomed the Transport to these. 
islands by meeting it off Makapun Head and escorting it to the harbor. 

The newly arrived "“Malihinis" were assigned to Squadrons as follows: 
6th Pursuit Squadron - Lieuts, L. A. Smith and L. Q. Wasser, 
19th " 6 - Lieuts. C. L. Williams and C, D. McAllister, 
23rd Bomb. ” ~ Lieuts,. G.W. Polk, J.T. Morris, L.E.Sharon, and 

Flying Cadet Tefft. 
72nd Bomb. . - Lieut. Robert J. Brown, Jre ' 

On its return trip the SOMME carried back three Luke Field officers - 
Major G.E, Lovell, ex-Commanding Officer of Luke Field; Lieuts. A.F. Hegenberger 
and George 0. Roberson, all of whom had completed their tour of service in 
Hawaii, 

The Officers' Club at Luke Field held a farewell dinner dance at Palm 
Lodge in honor of the officers and ladies who had just arrived and those who 
were to leave on the SOMME. The affair was very successful, 
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